
By Shellie, Revd
Michelle Massey
Priest in charge of the
Saxonwell Group of Parishes

‘Hubble, bubble toil and 
trouble’ – or ‘trick or treat?’

will be heard around our streets at the end of
the month and I think we will be seeing 
children dressed as Harry Potter, ghosts or
other lurid creatures too. I’m sure there will be
the pumpkins, and lots of brightly coloured
(orange, green and black) sweets will be 
dominating our supermarket shelves.  I am
also sure that Harry Potter, Frankenstein and a
whole host of other horror / Halloween films
will be shown on TV over the next few weeks
– soon to be followed by...dare I mention it...
Santa!

However, as harmless as this seems it has 
nothing to do with All Hallow’s Eve and the 
concept of trick or treat has only been around for
approximately the last 30 – 60 years (depending
which country you happen to be in).

I would like to reclaim if I may All Hallows Eve and
All Hallows Day from Halloween.  The church 
celebrates as All Saints Day and also the eve of
this but not as “ghosties and ghoulies and long
legged beasties”!

Traditionally a vigil was held on All Hallow’s Eve
and people fasted and prayed before All Hallows
Day also known as All Saint’s Day or Hallowmas.
Hallow is an Old English term meaning ‘holy’ or
‘sanctified’ – but has now been transformed by
Americans into Hallow’een celebrated by trick or

treat? Something I cannot relate to.

All Saint’s Day however was observed by
Christians to celebrate all the Saints and Martyrs
known and unknown throughout history.
Remembering the Saints has been a Christian
tradition since 4AD and it became quite common
to remember all martyrs and not just specific
ones.  In 609AD the date of the celebrations was
May 13th.  Pope Gregory IV in 837AD decided to
remember all the saints not specific ones and had
the date changed to November 1st.

It is believed that these Christian festivals and the
US version of Trick or Treat are linked by the
Celtic festival Samhain (sow-in) which is a gaelic
word meaning ‘end of summer’.  It was a festival
to celebrate the end of harvest and beginning of
winter. It is also the beginning of the Celtic New
Year. 

Trick or Treat has only been around since the
1940’s and up until then poor people on the eve
of All Saint’s day would go round knocking on
peoples doors and would be given food in
exchange for prayers for the dead.  It was not
until the late 70’s early 80’s that the practice of
children dressing up and being given sweets
began and this is still regarded by some people
as an unusual or unwelcome import detracting
from the ancient festival – whether Christian or
Celtic.

Now I am not against children dressing up or
carving out pumpkins and having some fun, but,
however you celebrate All Hallow’s Eve please
remember this is a controversial festival now
owned by children; Christians, Celtics and
Pagans, each one celebrates it differently and we
all think we are right!

Hubble, bubble toil and trouble
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