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Well it’s that time of year
again where Lent is in the
church calendar and this
month we also have both

Mothering Sunday and Palm Sunday.  I realise
that it doesn’t feel that long since we were
singing carols and celebrating Christ is born
and yet this month we are preparing to 
celebrate His Passion.
In the film The Invention of Lying staring Ricky
Gervais – Ricky’s character in the film creates a
“religion” where people don’t just die, they go to
a happy place, to heaven.  This, in the film, is an
invention, people there have to tell the truth, they
can’t lie not even tell a little lie!  So you could not
say to a women their bum doesn’t look big in an
outfit – they have to tell her it looks huge!
Because Ricki’s mother was scared of dying, he
invented this place and then the world wanted to
know about it too.

The parallels to the Christian faith in this film are
so apparent you can almost touch them.  When
Moses spoke to God he gave us rules to live by.
When Jesus came he told us to put God first and
to love our neighbour, to believe in Him and we
would have eternal life.  We celebrate this story
throughout Lent.  As Christians we believe that
there is a better place, a place called paradise.
Jesus said on the cross to the thief beside him
“today you will be with me in paradise.”  All that
person did was to stand up for Jesus – to have
enough faith to see that he wasn’t like them – a
thief – he was a person who only did good with
his life – a man of faith and he was crucified for it.

We may do the same today – this is what we do
as people.  We place someone on a pedestal and
wait for them to fall off it – and when they do we
advertise it in the media.  This Lent I have given
up newspapers and magazines because I am not
happy with how invasive the press are and how
this is so destructive to people’s lives.  And for
what?  Just to get a ‘good’ story.  People can be
and have been hurt, and will be again.

Jesus came to save us from ourselves – it’s our
choice all we have to do is believe and follow
Him.
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